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IN THE COUNTRYSIDE

Tlle VBW best of BI‘IIISlI hﬂef -

Stavold - much apainst his fathar's advice

- quietly brought some Aberdesn Angus
beel cattle down from Scotand o his farm
in Milford, Surrey,

“Far tws years he kept the animals in a
barn withowt letting anpone know, because
Iy great gmrrdfn.thcr. Emest, told him '|:h-n:|r
weouldn't survive and that they would break
him financially,” said Angus Stovold

In fact, the cattle adapred well ta their mews
home in the south and were registered as a
hard in 1934, Two years [ater they won a
string of prizes at wariows national carde
shows,

Angus, who owns and runs S00-acre
Lydling Farm in Shackleford, near Gadalming,
|8 P huilding on the lowundations laid b:.-' hits:
grandfather and taking his prized T0-strang
herd of Aberdesn Angus cattle 1o even
greater hcighl;:.

“When | took ever Lydling Farm from my
father im 1990, | fokt we waren 't making the
st o wehat wias a really good product, The
meat went to butchers withour being
branded, 3o no-one knew its provenance,”

S0 Angus, whiosa family has lived in Surrey
since ar least the | 3405, set abour
recrgansing his catte-rearing and marketing
operations 3o that he could sell top quality
branded beef 31 weeks a year through
sebecred local butehers,

Thirteen years on, he k& now the proud
owener of what (s the biggest Aberdeen
Angus herd in England and probably the
third biggast such herd in the LIK,

II: was in the mid-1930s when Percy

Ron Toft visits Lydling Farm
at Shackleford, near
Godalming, where Angus
Stovold has built up the
biggest Aberdeen Angus
herd in England

Photes: Rem Toll

Angus Stovnid’s Tamdly has Nved in
Surmey since the 1340s

“Surrey is rencwned for many things, but
nit kol cattle,” sald Angus, wha s Chalrman
of the Surrey branch of the Mational Farmers'
Unicn (MFU}, “yet we have one of the
premier Aberdean Angus herds in the whale
country. Tweo years agn we wers judped oo
hawve the besy suckler herd n the UK - the
first time that anyone outside Scotdand had
been awarded thar acealade.”

During my wisit to erling Farm, .I’qngu:
constantly exmolled the virtwes af his jet
black Aberdeen Angus cattle, But what is it
exactly, that makes this breed, and the meat
from it, 5o spaciall

"They are very hardy carthe with a lovely
nature, they are excellent grazing animals,
they almast always calve themselses and
they produce an outstanding dense, marbled
maar”

Angus cattle stay outside all year round,
aven during the harshest conditons, During
weinter, they are fed maize, wheat and peas.
Insurnemer, they ear grass, wesds and vertually
anything else they come across.

“Thay are very good grazers. They will
even oat mattles, It's this varied diet which
fEpis Lo imgart o better flaveur to their
meat.”

‘Wien it comes 1o calving, Lydling Farm's
cattlearz lefoverymuch to their own devices.
“They just do what eameas naturally and very
rarely need any help from me. Only
cccasionally do we have oo take a pregnant
conw inside and give it a helping hand. I've gat
same | 7-pear-old cows now on their | Sth

Lontinued on pope ¥5
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call,” continued Angus, who is a Council
Member of the Aberdeen Angus Seciety.

Arownd 90% of Angus’ cows are sold o
other farmers as breeding stock. along with
some bulls. The rest are slwghtered for
meat. “We use 3 small family abateoir in
Farnborough to prepare our meat, which Is
then sold not only through selecoed butchers”
shops but increasingly at farmers” markets,”

Lydling Farm is covered mainly by “a very
bungry sandy loam.” Daspite thae, |l
artificial fertiliser is used to improve the soil.
“The amount of dung generated by cur
cattle, and by the 4,000 or so pigs owned by
atenant farmer, means we don't have to add
much at all to the sod. As a result, we get
plenty of beetles and other insects which, in
turn, attract bats. It's natural, sustainable
farmning.”

Theonly crops grown at Lydlingare maize,
wheat and peas, all of which are used a5
animal fodder,

Angus balleves that the enlargerment of
the EL) will result in the UK being floodad
with still greater quantities of cheap,
imported meat. “Wa may not be able to
beat foreign producers on price, butwe an
certainly beat them on quality. That's what
UK farmers now have to do to survive -
concentrate on offering the public qualicy
rather than quantity. That's cartainly what |
and rmy tenant pig farmer are doing. | produce
quality beel and he produces quality pork.

“It takes a long oma 1o get Aberdean
Angus cartla ready for the table, But we
don’t push amything. As 5 result, the meat is
suiparhk.”

Angug doesn't think he improves the taste
and texture of his beef, but he cartainly
weants to iy and improve his breading stock,

“That's something you can't do cvernight.
lam always locking for new bulls and [will go
wherever | have to in order to get them. |
would even go abroad if that was necessary
But I've been lucky so Far in that I'va always
bean able v find what | want in this country,

“When you buy a new bull, you don't
realise the potential of that purchase for
three years, It's a long process, I gusass we
are somewhere in the Top 10 of UK
Abardeen Angus hards and my aim is to gat
right to the tap,”

Angus believes in farming with, rather
than against, nature. As a result, Lydling is a
havan far wildlife - everything fram bats and
beetlesto flocks of wintering golden plovers,
sloylarks and, increasingly, uncommon ree
SPArToWS,

“Farring occupies B0% of the countrysida,
but you can't just kave pockers of wildlife.
Tou've gat to kook after the land so char all
of it & suitable for wildlife. Bafore | de
amything here at Lydling. | consider what
irnpact it will have on the farm's biodiversity
and gcology. Everything | do miust have a
positive effect on the flera and fauna,”

Angus uses artificial fertilisers only sparingly
and riever near field boundaries. Ragwor

in Surrey!

and ather parmicious weeds are contralled
nat by spraying but by using a device which
applias tiny ameunts of a chemical compaund
e the tops of the plants and not on tha soll,

“Tha ground here & particularly weedy,
but we have to strike a balance between
weed contral and biodiversity, It would be
quick, easy and cheap to spray my weads,
but | am nat prepared do that, bacause you
don't know where the chemicals will end
up.

Angus dossn't mind pockes of thistes
because they provide much-needed food
forfinches and ather birds during the winter,

After driving me to a hilltop overleoking
his farm and the Shackle valley, he pointed
tothe andscape in front of us and remarked:
“Everything looks beautiful, matural and
unimanagad,

Beautiful and natural it certainly is, but
unmanaged it certainly is not,

“Cn aworking farm, everything, mcluding
nature, has to be managed - but manaped for
the banefit of wildlife. Lydling used o be a
wary tidy farm with all its hedges manicured,

You can run a
successful agricultural
enterprise and still
have a wildlife-rich
environment. But it

comes at a price.
T

Mows I've lat the appearance go to a cartain
extent, and that's pocd for wildlife.

“You can come up here on a winter's day
and sae a mixed leck of 400 finches feeding,
including linnets and gresnfinchas, | want o
keap these birds on my land and also sec
their numbars Increase.”

In a pend adjacent ta the main Shackleford
village road lies a fallen dead tree. “Many
paophe wold me | should remave it becauss
it spoils the appearance of the area My
policy, however, B toleave dead trees exsctly
whare they fall, because they previde food
and shelter for all manner of living things.”

The pond contains freshwater mussals
and also attracts exotic-locking mandarin
ducks and the occasional kingfisher,
“Rermoving rubbish from the roadside hedge
is one of the biggest managerment tasks, |
also pollard the willows from time 1o bme.”

Mearby is a karge, ree-iringed lake which
boasts hundreds of pipistrelle and
Daubenton’s bass. “An expart whao visited
the farm found 500 pipistrelles of twe typas
in pre-war numbers, as well 2 Daubenton’s
bats. Later, the BBC came here to film the
Daubenton's feeding owver the warer,”

Adjoining the lake is & wetand area dotted
with marsh marigelds. “This s managed

IN THE COUNTRY

lmu- u:Hi nluthgl| Broms at
Lydling Farm bath for the benofit of wildlite
and far practical Tarsing purposes

under the Countryside Stewardship Scheme,
wihich maans | den't fertilise it, spray iz, roll
it or harrow it. But | do regulary remove
roung treas, If | didin’t, the area would tm
inte serub and eventusally dry out,”

Angus, who is also Chairman of the Su
and Hampshire FWAS (Farm and Wildlife
Acvmory Group), is gradually increasing the
number af hedgeroes an his farm - net juse
for wildlifa but alsa far practical agricubbural
PUrEoses,

“Althoughlam keen o retan the generally
open nature of the farm, | am slowly putting
in hedges where | think they will enhance
wildlife and where they will also ba of farming
benefit, such as separating two fields so that
I can keap a bull in each of them."

He concluded with this comment: “Lydling
Farm & tastimony to the fact that you can
run a svccessful agricultural enterprise and
still hawe a wildlife-rich environmens, But it
cowmies at a price. f the public wants a
biologically diverse and ecologically healthy
countryside, and | belleve it does, then it
must support farmers by buying cur products
and nat cheap forgign impans.”

WHERE T0 BUY

Sales outlets for Lydling Farm Aberdeen
Angus beefl include:

1 Farmers® Markets throwghowt
Surrey

1 Onling from the website at
www.aberdeenangus.co.uk

O C.H. Wakeling Ltd Family
Butchers, 41 Farncombe Street,
Godalming (D800 975 6314)

1 Secretts Farm Shop, Chapel
Lane, Milford (01483 520540)
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