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Joparass hill farmers feed their casle

Asohi bear and masogE their coats with
sokel This month | ook a trip to J._yc'.l.-\.rrg
Form in the Surney VBRI, home of cne of
the UK’ loiges! peize-winning Abesdesn
Angus hards, the Rosemeod, %o discover
what tricks British formers hove up their
slegren,

The rise of the Aberdesn Angus bas na
porallel in the annals of corde brasding.
P'I'l?gn:s:i\'c Abarasenshire lerras
eshablished the carliest lines in the mid-
18th Century. Spreading first throughou
thie LIK, =ned then the warld, the hreed s
of confinenial compelilon fo become

I# s an estoblished boct thal hoppy calile
make balter meat, bvariably, the final
produdt is solter and more Ravoursome
tw creature hos led o selosed lile A0
lydiing, farmer Argus Stoveld hos very
hepey catle indeed. Like his fathes and
gr:lnl:":-:lﬁi:r befare him, he tends to his
arimals o if they were parl of an
wxdondhed lamily

Tve gol e Desd calle i T world, ™l
seyi proudly, T look affer them, they will
look after me.*

This simple logic was brought home 1o
me with a bump whan | met o couphe of the
gargontuon breeding bulls, Rosemeod
Billy Must - or “Billy" - wos o docils
crechure, borm ond brad on the form, By
conirast, Lockeriay More Boy - “Locky’ 1o

In- thair quost bor the best boef an Earth,

Herd |

_ A bullish Rich Reeves goes in search of the
o= e, World’s best beef

his kriends - wos an ‘eumider, an
impressive but beisty beast. Selactng a bull
fo joan the herd iy by no means an exoct
science. Angus looks for o sildness, o
softmoss and bealthy “give” in the Fesh, by
pushing geally wilk lis Fat in the ril areo.
and it was while clemnlrruring this
technique that he exploined, incidenialhy,
obaut the copper ring through the noss,

"Grab vl and you con leod them
anpwhers,” he auerted conbidently, as |
r-ulrmlud [rl;ur Ihl:.' lanng |:|||.l5. [ﬂdl:::.-' wilh
conspicuous lock of groce.

A dharocieristic bred inte Aberdeen
.l'-‘nng:m Fesr fpanerations it ‘markl nﬁ' .
threads of fab woven ||'|rmﬂl the mest
This is essenfial f> good beef, :Ih'eluping
o4 the animal malures, olong with sichness
of texture ond that disfinctive deep colour,
g lﬁ.ﬂ'u'ng the crimals are fnished slowhy
b Grisare H:ui:.I and tho mest s I'n.l'lﬂ Fpr
fhree or four wocks, sehening it, enabling
the flevaur o develop even mare

Aberdoss Bull

nstinct

But getting the bast from your herd calls
for more than just radifienal tschabgue, IF
about knuwinﬂ moch arirmal irrl:"v:c'utllly.
,!l.rl.g-q,l'!.'1. kst mothnr oo Brsmmend Bell
Moid, acheally looks o bit scrowny, but she
puts evarything inte her children ond
produces fantostic cohees, She i the ane
that Angus would toke iF he ever lef
1.;,-':#[.!15, The ocohes are born cabside and
greszod hroughout tha yoor an traditional,
urspreysd water mecdows. Mot o froce of
hormones, 3 foods, growth promsiens o
ansibighcy Hnds ks Wy inha thesr feed of
home groven maize, wheat and ailrn:p. '
about a5 nateral as it gots

Sherardy, we humons are coming o realise
whit Ansus s ahwiys urdarsaad: that it
is the ecosyshem a3 o whole that enables
e %o baom the lond with success. Ho has
on enlighlened emvironmentol policy and
mooges 40 of his 700 ooes s o hoeven
for wildlife. His beaf tronels ne more than
17 milas to tha buicher

Finclly, how obout this, In occordonge
with the Aberdesn Angus Coltle Society,
each animal bas 1k very own possport.

W Angus Siovold’s Abardean Angus s
ovaiichle vio wwwoberdesnangus.co.nk
ansd Freem Suerey formers morkels. Lealing
has apen oy h"irm.»g]h:-gr rh.;-_:,.mr
Rich Bececs con be contacted en OFFI1
DEII0E or vio www.deepdish.net



