FARM FEATURE

The cows and bulls from the Rosemead herd of Aberdeen-Angus are recognised as some of the best in the
country. Breeder, salesman and farmer Angus Stovold tells Jane Howard why meticulous detail to a herd
health plan has resulted in a sound stream of willing buyers as she meets the man with a ‘big plan’.

osemead

ercy Stovold was not
the sort of bloke to
take no for an answer.
He wanted to intro-
duce some Aberdeen-
Angus cows to the family farm
in the Surrey hills, but his father
was against it. So he went ahead
anyway, purchased cattle from
Perth, brought them down to
the South East and hid them in
what is now a local restaurant.

Once he started showing, win-
ning prizes and admiration to
boot, his father relented and
thus the Rosemead pedigree
herd of Angus cattle was estab-
lished at Lydling Farm, near
Guildford.

That was in 1936 and today
the farmis run by Percy’s grand-
son Angus Stovold. Not surpris-
ingly, he’s another man with a
mission.

When, 20 years ago, he ar-
rived back at the family farm, he
felt things were not right and to-
gether set about doing some-
thing about it. The herd was
mainly cross-bred cows with
only a few pure Aberdeen-An-
g®s, and all the offspring were
being sold on as stores. Much of

ithe farm was down to unprof-
'itable arable crops and a 300-
sow indoor pig unit was labour
intensive. Angus felt the future
lay in quality and, like his grand-
father, staked that future on the

Diseaseis a
growing issue,
especially
Johne's -

education is key
ANGUS STOVOLD

Aberdeen-Angus breed.

“I knew we had to improve
everything. Angus is such a good
product it made sense to finish
the youngstock on the farm and
then sell the beef direct to the
retailer,” says Angus.

“We approached the local
butchers, promised to supply
them week in week out with a
quality product — albeit at a pre-
mium - and provided them with
lots of point of sale materials.”

Angus had lots of takers and
soon all the cross-bred cows had
been replaced by pure-bred and
the youngstock were all being
finished on the farm with their
own maize silage and a bought-
in 16 per cent nut.

“But with the demise of the in-
dependent local butcher it was
obvious we would have to re-
think the business yet again and
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armer with a mission takes

herd to the next level

The calves are kept with their
really it was the scale and depth
of the BSE crisis in 1996 that
made it abundantly clear to me
where we should go next.

“I knew instinctively if we
could produce top quality cattle
each of which would be sold with
a gold-plated guarantee of dis-
ease-free status there would be
willing buyers.”

Now Angus only supplies one
local butcher with beef and last
year sold more than 120 heifers
and bulls for breeding.

“Demand outstrips supply so
now the plan is to increase the
number of cows on the farm
from 140 to 240.”

The farm is part of the
BioBest scheme and all the cat-
tle are accredited free of TB, lep-

e

for a nine months. .
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to, BVD, IBR and Johne’s. None
(apart from the show team) are
vaccinated.

Wising up
The cows and bulls in the pedi-
gree Rosemead herd are some
of the best in the country.
“There are 24 female lines
here including some of the orig-
inals bought by my grandfather,
Percy, and these days we are
very careful to ensure we keep
enough heifers from each line to
ensure continuity,” he says.
“Before I wised up to the im-
portance of maintaining the
gene pools we inadvertently
‘sold out’ three lines - Jewel, Jilt
and Lady Ida, it still haunts me,
but I did manage to hold on to

and rebuild the Pride line from
just one cow.

“We breed to produce ani-
mals that meet the Angus stan-
dards and are easy calvers but I
place emphasis on udders, loco-
motion, good feet and a good
head - Percy always said get a
cow with a good head and the
rest will follow.”

And with regard to the bulls,
Angusis rigorous at rooting out
anything with a temperament.

“EBV’s are used and when a
particular animal catches the
eye —my father, Robert Stovold,
has a lot of input here —and has
the figures to back it up then
we'll almost certainly retain it
for use in our own herd.”

Given the importance of their

disease-free status — any break-
down would be financially ru-
inous — Angus admits to having
problems sourcing new bulls,

“There are plenty of good
bulls out there I'd like to buy but
the herd’s historical health sta-
tus often isn’t sound enough.”

He will only buy bulls from
herds which have never had
Johnne's disease, are tested free
of lepto and IBR and vaccinated
against BVD. At any time there
are four or five stock bulls on the
farm and currently being used
are Ellin Erroneous, Wedderlie
Black Market, Lockerley Profit
and McClements Korona, son of
Ankonia Elixir.

“I think the Angus is now big
enough. I'm not interested in

Lydling's farm facts

W 243ha (600 acres) on sandy
soll; 121ha (300 acres) of grass;
53ha (130 acres) of maize, 40ha
(100 acres) of outdoor pigs:
28ha (70 acres) of turf

¥ Grassland all left as

considerable amount of
coppicing carried out to
regenerate woodland

i Afurther 242ha (600 acres) is
rented or used free of charge as
partof alocal council
conservation grazing scheme.
Much of this Is water meadow
where the youngstock are grazed
M Outdoor pig unit has 12
breeding sows and three boars
including a few rare breed
saddlebacks

buying extreme bulls, if you
want that scale then there’s a
continental to do the job, and I
think if we get them too big we
will lose the hardy characteris-
tics that allows them to thrive on
less than perfect pasture.”

IT savvy

Whether it is bulls or heifers, a
website has been created which
provides an efficient shop win-
dow, although this year there is
no push to sell the stock as An-
gus has a ‘big plan’ for 2011.

“Go to Australia or America
and many of the larger breed-
ers have an annual on-farm bull
sale, but it's an idea that hasn’t
really taken off over here,” he
says. “As we're selling cattle
with a High Health Status the
livestock auctions present
problems so we’re going to go
italone in 2011 and have an on-
farm sale to coincide with the
75th anniversary of the first
Rosemead Aberdeen-Angus
registrations.”

The event will be held at the
farm on Saturday, May 7, 2011
and Angus hopes to have 80 fe-
males and 30 bulls going
through the ring.

“I'm especially pleased
that David Leggett of United
Auctions has agreed to come
down as our auctioneer. All
stock will carry a guarantee for
temperament and fertility and,

of course, their own High
Health Status certification.”

New plans

The farm is managed by Angus
and his full-time stockman Tom
Beadle, who has been with him
for four years. The cows are
kept outside all year, possibly as
the farm is on sandy soil. They
calve in three blocks, early
spring, summer and autumn
and usually this has been prob-
lem-free. Last year, however,
the farm was under three foot of
snow for some weeks in the ear-
ly part of the year and, as a re-
sult, six calves were lost.
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by posts and rails to a helght of two metres.

With this in mind, Angus
looked north to Scotland where
breeders regularly deal with
such inclement conditions and
many use outdoor corrals for
greater control and manage-
ment. As a result he is now
building one at the farm, at-
tached to a building which hasa
water and power supply.

The corral is made up of a
crushed chalk base about 75m
x 25m, surrounded by post and
rail fencing with windbreak
material to a height of about
two metres and then a fast
growing coniferous hedge
(which can be flailed). It will
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easily contain 40 cows and the
calves will have access to the
building which can also be used
should there be any need for in-
tervention — unusual in this na-
tive herd.

The calves are kept with
their dams for nine months
with limited creep feed from
about five months. At weaning,
all are weighted and wormed,
with heifers separated from
the bull calves. Both are out-
wintered inside on ad-lib maize
silage and 16 per cent bought-
in beef nuts. The heifers get
a ‘taste’ and the bull calves 2kg
a day.

Results of LASER project

M LASER (Livestock
Accreditation South East
Region) is a project to improve
the health status of breeding
stock across the region

M At the outset, Angus Stovold
surveyed 63 beef farmers to
test awareness

M Almost half, 43 per cent, did
not have a health plan but more
than 80 per cent claimed to
know their health status. This
was surprising as 82 per cent
went on to claim they would
like to Join a scheme that would
establish their health status.

Herd health

When asked about his vision for
the future, Angus unsurprising-
ly returns to the subject of
health and accreditation.

“In the recent past, things
were different. Farming was lo-
cal, bulls were shared between
neighbouring farms, stock got
traded at Guildford market and
this area was disease-free.

“Today, the business is very
different, we have customers
from all over Europe and
whether or not we like it disease
is a growing issue, especially
Johne's. Education is key.”

True to his word, Angus be-

Angus says in reality only 31
per cent know thelr status

B Thedisparityisduetoa
worrying lack of understanding .
which came up time and again.
For example, 55 per cent said
they operated closed herds yet
80 per cent said they boughtin
stock. When buying in stock 15
per cent did not isolate and 60
per cent did not blood test

came involved in setting up
a project here in the South
East, called LASER (Livestock
Accreditation South East
Region), to encourage farmers
to acknowledge the status
of their own herd and is
now chairman of the newly
established Aberdeen-Angus
Health Committee.

“We will be doing everything
we can to educate breeders,
and buyers, about the impor-
tance of only buying stock with
known health status and have
some very forward thinking
ideas. So make sure you watch
this space...”



